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“Now He is not God of the dead, 

    but of the living, for all live to Him.” 

                           + Luke 18:7-8 
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This Morning’s Schedule 

9:00am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Coffee and Fellowship in the Parish Hall after the Service 

10:45am Bible Study 



PASTOR’S COLUMN 

When God called Moses to tell Pharaoh to let His people go, Moses had an identity crisis. 

He was aware of his inability to take on the great task but eventually he trusted in God, the great 

I AM, who was about to keep the promise He had made to the patriarchs.  

The Early Church was beset with conflicting teachings in the decades after Jesus’ ascension. 

But Paul reminded the faithful that God had chosen them to be saved. As they awaited Jesus’ return, 

he urged them to rely on God for the comfort and hope they needed.  

We, too, by ourselves are helpless, dead in sin, but, as Jesus told His detractors, God is not 

God of the dead, but of the living, and we shall live with Him forever. Halleluiah! 

EXPLORING THE HYMNS 

From God Can Nothing Move Me (LSB 713) 

This hymn was written during the plague that struck Erfurt in 1563. Ludwig Helmbold wrote 

this hymn for the rector of the university and his wife, Pancratius and Regina Helbich. They fled 

the city to escape the deadly spreading disease. It was intended by Helmbold to give them 

strength on their journey. 

The stanzas of this hymn unfold the wonderful assurance of God’s abiding presence in our 

lives at all times. Stanza 1 begins with the surety that God will never leave us. It then speaks of 

what God does in our lives. Stanza 2 speaks about losing those in life who were regarded as 

“trustworthy and sure.” This can mean those whom we love that are left behind when life takes a 

different course. It can also refer to those who betray us. 

Stanza 3 speaks of the providence of God. We don’t plan our lives — He does. And stanza 4 

assures us that God’s will is done each day in our lives. Stanza 5 speaks about our worship of 

God — our response to His grace, love and mercy.  Stanza 6 speaks of suffering and assures us 

that our deliverance is in Jesus. The hymn concludes (stanza 7) with a doxological stanza, that is, 

it gives glory to the Holy Trinity and sums up the hymn. 

We don’t know what happened to Dr. Helbich and his wife after they fled Erfurt. Their 

departure was a painful experience for them and those whom they left behind. Likewise, we don’t 

know what life has in store for us this side of heaven. Without Christ, the journey of life is 

dangerous and uncertain. But we have been baptized into Christ! God’s promises stand. Nothing 

can separate us from His love. As the biblical truths captured in this hymn brought the rector and 

his wife hope and encouragement, they speak the same to us. 

Yours in Christ Jesus,  

   +Pastor Griebenaw 

 Pastor’s phone: (760) 679-3699          Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org   



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

 Sundays at 10:45am – Adult Bible Study in Fellowship Center 

 Tuesdays at 6:30am – Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study at Denny’s (Ocotillo Drive) 

 Wednesdays at 9:30am – Women’s Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 

Life Quote from Lutherans for Life – www.LutheransForLife.org 

In Christ, we are united as One Body, and, as humans, we are all of one race. Ethnicity should 

mean nothing for the Christian, and our parishes should demonstrate the truth of the ethnic 

diversity of the Kingdom of God. If we hold to racist beliefs, we only demonstrate how far we 

have distanced ourselves from the teachings of our Lord. Can a Christian be racist? The answer 

is an emphatic NO!  – Abbot Tryphon 

All-Merciful Saviour Monastery in Vashon Island, Washington 

(Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia) 

CHURCH NEWS AND UPDATES 

Radio Ministry: The Pastor’s sermon and information about our congregation is aired 

each Wednesday at 11:30am on KGBA, 100.1 FM.  Please tune it.  Donations, memorials, 

and designated gifts are welcome to help continue the broadcast – the cost is $67.50/week.  

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF): Investors with the LCEF know that they have a 

place to invest money for everyday needs or emergencies that also brings the satisfaction of 

knowing that their money is being used for Christian development and to build Christian 

churches. You can join in this ministry and earn a fair rate of return.  Visit with our 

congregational representative Carl Stolberg or call the LCEF at 1-800-THE-LCEF for info. 

Seminar on California’s New Sexual Education Law: Concerned Citizens is sponsoring 

a seminar with Mr. Mark Schneider, Esq. of “Protect Our Kids (ProtectOurKidsNow.org)” 

on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 from 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the conference room at 

Ricochet Rec Center (450 W Aten Rd, Imperial, CA). 

Food Pantry: There is a food donation box in the narthex (front lobby) of the church. 

Please consider bringing non-perishable foods (e.g. canned tuna snacks, peanut butter 

crackers, pop tarts, and etcetera) on Sunday to contribute to our ministry to the men and 

women of El Centro who struggle with hunger.  



This Week’s Events 

Monday Happy Veterans’ Day – The Church Office is Closed 

Tuesday 6:30am – Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study at Denny’s (Ocotillo Drive) 

 9:00am – District Circuit Meeting in Yuma 

Wednesday 9:30am – Women’s Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 

 11:30am – KGBA Broadcast of Sunday Sermon 

 3:30pm – Youth Catechesis in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday 6:30pm –  Imperial Valley Chambers Singers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Next Sunday 9:00am – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

 

 NEWS OF INTEREST AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Birthdays this week: Ann Armstrong 

 Anniversaries this week: Bill and Heather White 

 Thanksgiving Eve Service: We will have our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service on 

Wednesday, November 27 at 7:00pm.  Please plan to join us at give thanks to God for 

His manifold blessings! 

 Christmas Decorating: We will decorate the church for Christmas on Sunday, 

December 8 at 4:00pm.  After we finish, we’ll have a supper and time of fellowship. 

 Voter Meeting: Our last Voter Meeting for this calendar year will be on Sunday, 

December 15, 2019 after Divine Service.  We’ll have a potluck luncheon and then 

proceed to the business of the church, including our budget for calendar year 2020. 
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Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

November 10, 2019 at 9:00am 

Order of Service: Divine Service Setting Two – Page 167 of the Hymnal 

Stand and turn to face the processional cross. 

Processional Hymn: How Firm a Foundation – Page 728 

Confession and Absolution – Page 167 

Service of the Word – Page 168 

Introit – Ps. 115:2– 4, 8, 17–18; antiphon: Ps. 115:11 

P (Antiphon) You who fear the LORD, trust in the Lord! 

  He is their help and their shield. 

P Why should the nations say, 

“Where is their God?” 

C Our God is in the heavens; 

He does all that He pleases. 

P Their idols are silver and gold, 

the work of human hands. 

C Those who make them become like them; 

so do all who trust in them. 

P The dead do not praise the LORD, 

nor do any who go down into silence. 

C But we will bless the LORD 

from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 (Antiphon is repeated) 

Kyrie – Page 168 

Hymn of Praise: Gloria in Excelsis – Page 170  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day – Page 172 

Living God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy and pity. 

Grant us the fullness of Your grace to lay hold of Your promises and live forever in 

Your presence; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Sit  

Old Testament – Exodus 3:1–15 

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and 

he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He 

looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will 

turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw that he 

turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here 

I am.” Then He said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on 

which you are standing is holy ground.” And He said, “I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he 

was afraid to look at God. 

Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt 

and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have 

come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 

that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And 

now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the 

oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that 

you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, 

“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” He 

said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when 

you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God 

of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say 

to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Say this to the people of 

Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of 

Israel, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and thus I am to be 

remembered throughout all generations.” 

Gradual 

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

C They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

P Blessèd are those whose strength is in You, 

C in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
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Epistle – 2 Thessalonians 2:1–8, 13–17 

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to 

Him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a 

spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has 

come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion 

comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and 

exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 

temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I was still 

with you I told you these things? And you know what is restraining him now so that he may 

be revealed in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only He who now 

restrains it will do so until He is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, 

whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and bring to nothing by the 

appearance of His coming. . . . 

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and 

belief in the truth. To this He called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were 

taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us 

eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every 

good work and word. 

Stand  

Alleluia and Verse – Page 173 

Holy Gospel – Luke 20:27–40 

There came to [Jesus] some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, and 

they asked Him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother 

dies, having a wife but no children, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for 

his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died without 

children. And the second and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no children and 

died. Afterward the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the 

woman be? For the seven had her as wife.” 

And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, but 

those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead 

neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they cannot die anymore, because they are 

equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. But that the dead are 

raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God 

of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now He is not God of the dead, but 

of the living, for all live to Him.” Then some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have 

spoken well.” For they no longer dared to ask Him any question. 

Sit  

Children’s Sermon  
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Hymn of the Day: From God Can Nothing Move Me – Page 713 

Sermon  

Stand  

Nicene Creed – Page 174 

Prayer of the Church  

Sit  

Offering 

Stand  

Offertory – Page 176 

Service of the Sacrament – Page 177 

Sit – the ushers will guide those communing up to the altar rail 

+ OUR BELIEFS REGARDING HOLY COMMUNION + 

At Grace, we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper every Sunday and hold to the historic 

practice of “closed communion” meaning that we ordinarily commune only those who are in full 

confessional fellowship with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Members in good standing of congregations of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

are asked to announce themselves to the pastor prior to the service.  All others are invited  

to speak with the pastor about preparing for communion fellowship at this altar. 

In this Sacrament, we receive the true Body and the most precious Blood of our Lord Christ Jesus, 

under bread and wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins (Mt 26, Mk 14, Lk 22). We also 

give public confession to our unity in the Christian Faith (1 Cor 10) as we celebrate the Sacrament and 

are to have made a careful examination of ourselves (1 Cor 11) before coming to the table of our Lord. 

Those not communing may come forward to receive a blessing, kneeling with arms crossed. 

Distribution Hymn: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing – Page 528 

Stand  

Post-Communion Canticle – Page 181 

Post-Communion Collect and Benediction – Page 183 

Recessional Hymn: The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place – Page 838 

Please be seated for announcements following the divine service. 

+ SOLI DEO GLORIA + 
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 

Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church (LCMS) • 8th St & Holt Ave, PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA 92244 
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