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You are fairer than the sons of men; 

    grace is poured upon Your lips. 

   + Psalm 45:2a,b  (NKJV) 
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THIS MORNING’S SCHEDULE 

9:00am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Coffee and Fellowship in Parish Hall after Divine Service 

11:00am Sunday Bible Study in Parish Hall 



PASTOR’S COLUMN 

We consider the Father’s words on the Mount of Transfiguration: “This is My beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” The Father bears witness to the authority of the Son. 

Remember God’s words to listen to the voice of Jesus. 

We also recall the brightness of Jesus shining upon the disciples. The transfiguration of our Lord 

reminds us of the blessing we hear every week at the end of worship in the Benediction for the Lord’s 

face to shine upon us. In the person of Jesus, God’s face certainly shines upon us, and we look 

forward to the day when Christ returns in glory to shine forevermore upon us. 

Also, today closes the Epiphany season and prepares us for Lent. As our eyes behold the glorious 

Transfiguration of Our Lord, His eyes are set on Golgotha. Lent is a time of prayerful and penitential 

reflection, and it is the historic practice of the Church to set aside our Alleluias and the Hymn of 

Praise until Easter, when our joy bursts forth anew at the Good News of Christ’s Resurrection! 

EXPLORING THE HYMNS 

O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair (LSB 413) 

This hymn was written first in Latin in 1495, just before the Reformation. The author, to this 

day, remains unknown. The earliest examples of this hymn were found in Salisbury, England. 

John Mason Neale (1818–1866), a gifted Greek and Latin scholar, gave us a fine translation of 

this and over 200 other hymns, including “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” for Advent and 

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” for Palm Sunday. 

The joyous melody and the clarity with which the events of the transfiguration are described 

make this hymn memorable. And the title gives us a word that must be understood in its biblical 

sense – “type.” A type is a preview of what is fulfilled in Christ Jesus. One example is 

Melchizedek who was a type of Christ. In the transfiguration, the radiant glory of Jesus, Moses, 

and Elijah is a type (again, preview) of heaven. 

Stanza 2 declares, “the incarnate Lord holds converse high.” “Incarnate” means having 

flesh. Jesus, God incarnate, shares flesh with us. In stanza 3, we have the promise of heavenly 

glory, where the writer indicates we shall not only witness but be a part of heavenly glory when 

we steadfastly “joy in God with perfect love.” Stanza 4 is written to give us hope as we walk in 

“the valley of the shadow of death.” Despite life’s tragedies, we sing hymns like this to spite 

Satan and the troubles he sends us. Finally, stanza 5 is our closing prayer that our Triune God 

might bring us to the reality of eternal life. 

This hymn anticipates the joy of heaven even as it looks to the imminent shame of the cross. 

Both are manifestations of God’s glory. Saint Peter referred to this extraordinary transfiguration 

event to show that the facts of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus are not myths. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, +Pastor Griebenaw 

 Pastor’s phone: (760) 679-3699          Pastor’s email: pastor@gracelutheranelcentro.org   



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

 Sundays at 10:45am – Adult Bible Study in Fellowship Center 

 Tuesdays at 6:30am – Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study at Denny’s (Ocotillo Drive) 

 Wednesdays at 9:30am – Women’s Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 

Life Quote from Lutherans for Life – www.LutheransForLife.org 

I am extremely thankful for the many doctors and nurses who stand firm in their opposition to 

assisted suicide and euthanasia, although they find themselves being pressured to change their 

position. Please pray they remain firm in their For Life stance. May we also pray that 

[they boldly] maintain the ethical standards their professions were created to provide to society 

and that the Gospel clearly proclaims. 

– Virginia Flo, Minnesota Regional Director of Lutherans for Life 

CHURCH NEWS AND UPDATES 

Radio Ministry: The Pastor’s sermon and information about our congregation is aired 

each Wednesday at 11:30am on KGBA, 100.1 FM.  Please tune it.  Donations, memorials, 

and designated gifts are welcome to help continue the broadcast – the cost is $67.50/week.  

The Lutheran Witness: Anyone wishing to have copies of The Lutheran Witness mailed to 

your home may subscribe for $15.96/year. The June/July issue is a combined edition. 

Grace is happy to make the subscription for you – simply note your desire for a subscription 

on the blank line of a contribution envelope and enclose the subscription cost of $15.96. 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF): The LCEF offers many different investment 

accounts. One of the best is the Family Emergency Steward Account that is designed to help 

families establish a savings account to deal with those unexpected moments that we all face 

from time-to-time. It can be opened for as little as $25 and offers a great interest rate!  Visit 

with our congregational representative Carl Stolberg or call 1-800-THE-LCEF for info. 

Food Pantry: There is a food donation box in the narthex (front lobby) of the church. 

Please consider bringing non-perishable foods (e.g. canned tuna snacks, peanut butter 

crackers, pop tarts, and etcetera) on Sunday to contribute to our ministry to the men and 

women of El Centro who struggle with hunger.  



THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Tuesday 6:30am – Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study at Denny’s (Ocotillo Drive) 

 9:00am – Church Council meets in Church Office 

 6:15pm – Shrove/Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Wednesday 9:30am – Women’s Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 

 11:30am – Broadcast of Sermon on KGBA (100.1 FM) 

 7:00pm – Ash Wednesday Service: Imposition of Ashes 

Thursday 6:30pm – Valley Vocals Rehearsal in Sanctuary 

Next Sunday 9:00am – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

 

 NEWS OF INTEREST AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Birthdays this week: Chris Christopherson, Mikalla McFadden, and Jack Tyler 

 LWML Events and Updates 

o The Spring Rally will be March 21, 2020 at Calvary Lutheran Church (Yuma, AZ). 

 Lent Begins this Wednesday with the Imposition of Ashes (Ash Wednesday) 

o The theme for this year’s Midweek Lent Services is “Eyes on Jesus,” taken from 

the Gradual (the text that is chanted before the Epistle is read) for the season of lent: 

“O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith . . .” 

I encourage you to make a special effort to attend our midweek services 

(February 26; March 4, 11, 18, 25; & April 1) both to nourish your soul and deepen 

your faith as we walk with Jesus to the cross, the grave, and to His resurrection! 

o We will enjoy supper at 6:15pm in the Parish Hall (except on February 26) and 

begin the service at 7:00pm (typically ending around 7:30pm – I try to be brief ). 

 The next regularly scheduled Congregational Voter Meeting is Sunday, March 29. 
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Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord – February 23, 2020 at 9:00am 

Order of Service: Divine Service Setting Three – Page 184 of the Hymnal 

Stand and turn to face the processional cross. 

Processional Hymn: Jesus on the Mountain Peak – Page 415 

Confession and Absolution – Page 184 

Service of the Word – Page 186 

Introit – Ps. 99:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 99:9 

P (Antiphon) Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His holy | mountain;* 

  for the LORD our God is | holy! 

 The LORD reigns; let the peoples | tremble!* 

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the | earth quake! 

 The LORD is great in | Zion;* 

He is exalted over all the | peoples. 

 Let them praise Your great and | awesome name!* 

Ho- | ly is He! 

 The King in His might loves | justice.* 

You have established equity; You have executed justice and righteousness in | Jacob. 

 Exalt the LORD our God; worship at His | footstool!* 

Ho- | ly is He! 

 

 

(Antiphon is repeated) 

Kyrie – Page 186 

Gloria in Excelsis (Hymn of Praise) – Page 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day – Page 189 

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of 

the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You 

wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His 

glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Sit  

Old Testament – Exodus 24:8–18 

And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of 

the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 

and they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, 

like the very heaven for clearness. And He did not lay His hand on the chief men of the people 

of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you 

the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 

So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. And he said 

to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. 

Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.” 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the 

LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called 

to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 

devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the 

cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

Gradual – Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8 

P Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

Extol Him, all | peoples! 

 For great is His steadfast | love toward us,* 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

 Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due His name;* 

bring an offering, and come in- | to His courts! 

Epistle – 2 Peter 1:16–21 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received 

honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, 

“This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne 

from heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain. And we have something more sure, 

the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no 

prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever 

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
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Stand  

Alleluia and Verse – Psalm 45:2a,b (NKJV) – Page 190 

 

P Alleluia. You are fairer than the | sons of men;* 

grace is poured upon Your lips. Alle- | luia. 

 

Holy Gospel – Matthew 17:1–9 

And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them 

up a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like 

the sun, and His clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with Him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, 

I will make three tents here, one for You and one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  

He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from 

the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” When the 

disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, 

saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 

vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 

Nicene Creed – Page 191 

Sit  

Children’s Sermon  

Hymn of the Day: O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair – Page 413 

Sermon  

Stand  

Offertory – Page 192 

Sit  

Offering 

Stand  

Prayer of the Church  
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Service of the Sacrament – Page 194 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 

Sit  

+ OUR BELIEFS REGARDING HOLY COMMUNION + 

At Grace, we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper every Sunday and hold to the historic 

practice of “closed communion” meaning that we ordinarily commune only those who are in full 

confessional fellowship with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Members in good standing of congregations of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

are asked to announce themselves to the pastor prior to the service.  All others are invited  

to speak with the pastor about preparing for communion fellowship at this altar. 

In this Sacrament, we receive the true Body and the most precious Blood of our Lord Christ Jesus, 

under bread and wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins (Mt 26, Mk 14, Lk 22). We also give 

public confession to our unity in the Christian Faith (1 Cor 10) as we celebrate the Sacrament and are to 

have made a careful examination of ourselves (1 Cor 11) before coming to the table of our Lord. 

Those not communing may come forward to receive a blessing, kneeling with arms crossed. 

Distribution Hymn: I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table – Page 618 

Distribution Hymn: Beautiful Savior – Page 537 

Stand  

Post-Communion Canticle: Nunc Dimittis – Page 199 

Thanksgiving and Post-Communion Collect – Page 200 

Salutation, Benedicamus, and Benediction – Page 201 

Recessional Hymn: Alleluia, Song of Gladness – Page 417 

Please be seated for announcements following the divine service. 

+ SOLI DEO GLORIA + 
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 

Grace Evangelical-Lutheran Church (LCMS) • 8th St & Holt Ave, PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA 92244 

Church Office: (760) 352-5715 • Hispanic Center: (760) 562-5961 

glcelcentro@gmail.com • GraceLutheranElCentro.org 
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