
Grace Lutheran Church 
8th and Holt – PO Box 1530, El Centro, CA  92244-1530 

 
 

 

 

MIDWEEK DEVOTION  September 9, 2020 

T COMPLINE T 
Kneel or Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

Exhortation 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence for self-examination. 

 
L Holy and gracious God, 

C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words 

and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ 

I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.  

We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 



T Psalmody T 
Psalm Psalm 20; antiphon: v. 6 

The pastor and congregation chant responsively. The antiphon is chanted by the pastor before and after the psalm. 

 
 (Antiphon) Now I know that the LORD saves His a- | nointed;* 

  He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving might of His | right hand. 
1 May the LORD answer you in the day of | trouble!* 

May the name of the God of Jacob pro- | tect you! 
2 

May He send you help from the sanctu- | ary* 

and give you support from | Zion! 
3 May He remember all your | offerings* 

and regard with favor your burnt sacri- | fices! 

4 
May He grant you your | heart’s desire* 

and fulfill | all your plans! 
5 May we shout for joy over your salvation, 

and in the name of our God set up our | banners!* 

 May the LORD fulfill all your pe- | titions! 

6 
Now I know that the LORD saves His a- | nointed;* 

He will answer him from His holy heaven 

with the saving might of His | right hand. 

7 Some trust in chariots and some in | horses,* 

but we trust in the name of the | LORD our God. 
8 

They col- | lapse and fall,* 

but we rise and | stand upright. 

9 O LORD, | save the king!* 

May He answer us | when we call. 

 Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  The antiphon is repeated. 

 

Sit 

 

Office Hymn: My Soul Rejoices LSB 933 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000347; Tune: Public Domain 

T Readings T 
First Reading 1 Samuel 17:41–47 

 41And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 
42And when the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and 

handsome in appearance. 43And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me 

with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, 

and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.”  

 45Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, 

but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. 

And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild 

beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all this assembly 

may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD’S, and He will give 

you into our hand.” 

Silence for reflection. 

Second Reading Romans 13:1–5 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what 

God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 

but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive 

his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 

sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 

Silence for reflection. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 20:25–28 
 25But Jesus called them to Him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 

and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be 

great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 
28even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 

Silence for reflection. 

 



Responsory Psalm 31:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Meditation on the Psalm 

T Prayer T 
Kneel or Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 



One or more of the following are prayed. 

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by 

the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the evening 

comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in Your 

mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 

this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy angels dwell 

with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no threat. Be present, 

we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of 

others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and 

competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with Your 

whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide 

with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and 

blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and 

despair, the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 957 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stand 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2: 29–32 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

 
T  SOLI DEO GLORIA T  
(TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY) 


